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First Presbyterian Church Tucumcari 
Worship 11:00AM 

Sunday, October 30, 2016, Reformation Sunday 
 
Call to Worship  
Clap your hands, everyone! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
God is awesome! The Holy One is sovereign of all the earth! 
God has gone up with a shout, echoing through the sky with the sound of a trumpet! 
Let’s sing praises to God – yes, sing praises to God through all eternity! Amen! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Loving God,  
We praise you 
For calling us your own children, 
Even when we have been disobedient. 
We praise you, Jesus,  
For leading us to new life 
Through the message of your death and resurrection 
We praise you, Holy Spirit, 
For accompanying us on this journey of life, 
Bringing wisdom and courage. 
We praise you Almighty God, 
Three in One 
Friend to all who seek you 
It is in you we pray,  
Amen.   
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Faithful God, your promise is forever true, your care for us is sure. We confess that we have 
often believed we will have to take care of ourselves, forgetting your promise and your call. 
We look at the world, and we choose fear rather than hope and love. When it seems life is 
unraveling, we look for ways to defend ourselves and ensure our security and our desire, 
rather than following your way. Forgive us, Lord, and give us courage to hope—and to act on 
hope—in the face of fear. Amen.    ~silence~   Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Friends, Believe the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Psalm 119:137-144 
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You are righteous, O LORD, 
and your judgments are right. 
You have appointed your decrees in righteousness 
and in all faithfulness. 
My zeal consumes me 
because my foes forget your words. 
Your promise is well tried, 
and your servant loves it. 
I am small and despised, 
yet I do not forget your precepts. 
Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, 
and your law is the truth. 
Trouble and anguish have come upon me, 
but your commandments are my delight. 
Your decrees are righteous forever; 
give me understanding that I may live. 
 
Prayers of the People 
We praise you, O Lord, with all our hearts! 
As your people gathered in faith, we call upon you. 
We celebrate what you have done for us, 
and we love to tell the stories of your grace. 

For the sake of your unending righteousness, 
we call upon your grace and compassion for your people. 
We pray for those who are hungry, 
and we seek to use our gifts so they might be fed. 
We pray for those who suffer oppression 
from enemies within or beyond their homelands, 
and we look for justice and peace for all people. 
We pray for those who seek to draw closer to you, 
that you would open the eyes of every heart 
and reveal yourself to all who seek you. 

We lift our prayers to you today, O God: 

 

We give you thanks, Holy One, 
for you are always faithful to your people; 
your promises are always sure. 
We pray with the wisdom, and in the name, 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, saying: 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Time Out for Teaching:  Tree Climbers International 
I have been fascinated for years with the fact that there is actually an organization called “Tree 
Climbers International.”  They are a network of people who teach each other how to use the 
proper gear, (like caribbeaners and ropes) who share reports on different trees they climbed 
and where they are, and promote that with proper safety measures, climbing a tree is good for 
your health.  Their website says that climbing a tree has many benefits, such as,  

 physical exercise,  

 provide a feeling of peace, being up in a tree, away from the world 

 all your senses come alive, when climbing a tree because you are problem-solving, you 
are looking at things from a different perspective. 

 
We may all want to start climbing trees after hearing that familiar story of Zacchaeus.  He was 
the small man who couldn’t see Jesus, so he climbed a tree.  As we remember today the start of 
the Reformation, maybe we should all commemorate that event by gaining a new perspective 
on things.   What do you do when you need a new perspective? 
 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you "Violence!" and you 
will not save? 3Why do you make me see wrong-doing and look at trouble? Destruction and 
violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 4So the law becomes slack and justice never 
prevails. The wicked surround the righteous-therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

1I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what 
he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2Then the LORD answered 
me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 3For there 
is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, 
wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in 
them, but the righteous live by their faith. 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith 
is growing abundantly, and the love of everyone of you for one another is 
increasing. 4Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your 
steadfastness and faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring. 
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11To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of his call and 
will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of faith, 12so that the name of our Lord 
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Luke 19:1-10 

1He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector and was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 
crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore 
tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5When Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house 
today." 6So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7All who saw it began to grumble 
and said, "He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner." 8Zacchaeus stood there and said 
to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much." 9Then Jesus said to him, "Today 
salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man 
came to seek out and to save the lost." 
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Sermon:    “Wee Little Men” 
Sing it with me:   
Zaccheus was a wee little man, a wee little man was he. 
He climbed up in a sycamore tree for the Lord he wanted to see. 
And as the Savior passed that way he looked up in that tree. 
And he said. 
“Zaccheus, you come down, … 
 
For I’m going to your house today 
I’m going to your house today.” 
 

I know you were thinking of it when you heard this beloved story.  It’s a popular story 

for all the detail Luke gives us.  Zacchaeus is small.  He is no ordinary tax collector, but a chief 

tax collector, so we know he’s powerful and influential.  And he is eager to see Jesus, so he 

climbs a tree.  It’s a cute and funny image, a small, rich and powerful man, who forgets how 

undignified he looks up a tree, like a little kid! 

He was a very unpopular person in his community.  But for an instant, he is just a wee 

little man who just wants to see Jesus.   

Compared to Jesus, we are all “wee little men and women.”  Some of us are vertically 

challenged but we know how it feels to be small and unpopular from time to time.  To just have 

the chance to see Jesus, just once, could make all the difference in the world.  It can make the 

difference in how we value ourselves, value the life of someone else, and how we use the gifts 

that God has given us.  Being able to “see” Jesus in Zacchaeus’ time, you just had to be in the 

right place at the right time.  But for us, to see Jesus, to discover God’s purpose for us, we just 

have to make effort to look for Him.  Maybe climb a tree to gain a new perspective.   

Sometimes we have to change our positions, or locations in order to see anew.  We 

might try to look at things from another person’s point of view.  It helps to do something 

different with our time, like volunteer someplace to feed hungry people.  Or get on a bus or 
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ride a car to a new location to see differently.  Studying the history of human civilization.  

Talking to people you don’t normally talk to.  Attend a public forum and rub elbows with people 

you hardly ever see.   

Being “wee little men” means that God has given us freedom to look for Jesus from new 

angles.  For He is everywhere if we look hard enough.  He takes note of those who try hard to 

see Him, and, as with Zaccheaus, and He visits us, even though we are sinners.   

Let me tell you about another “wee little man.”  His name was Martin Luther.  By all 

counts, we don’t think of him as a “wee little man,” for most portraits of him show him to be 

kind of angry at the church, gutsy, prophetic, bold enough to publicly disagree with the way the 

church practiced their religion.  We think rather, of him as a “great man,” because he sparked 

the Reformation, which only needed a spark because it was already smoldering underground 

for a couple hundred years.   

But his bold acts didn’t just happen from nothing.  They came about through searching 

the Scriptures, and a willingness to read them from new points of view.  He found in the Bible 

the “priesthood of all believers,” which taught that we have Jesus as our priest and we don’t 

need any other.  We, in other words, have a direct line to God through Jesus Christ.  It meant 

that God is never too far away from us, is always near us, available, if we just reach out.  We 

may be up a tree, and God is right there near us! 

We are wee little men and women.  We may feel like we need to change our ways and 

gain a fresh perspective.  If your faith has become stale and fruitless, do something about it!  

We may be small in stature, but our lives can be huge because we have Jesus right here with us 

today.  
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This matters because you are partly responsible for the health of your relationship to 

God.  And your faith matters to the life and health of the larger church.  You never know, your 

faith could spark a new reformation.  Quay County could use one.  Thanks be to the One who 

promises to never leave us and notices us when we’re up a tree!  Amen. 

 

A story: 

Sometimes we feel so wee when life is looking grim for us.  Martin Luther, just 10 years 

after his act of nailing the 95 These on the cathedral doors of Wittenberg, was feeling pretty 

puny.  He had fallen into a terrible depression as he fought with other reformers over the 

reformed understanding of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion).  And then, as he was 

expecting some friends over for dinner, he had to lie down because he felt an intense buzzing in 

his ear.  He felt cold and thought he was going to die.  He prayed to the Lord and surrendered 

his will to Him.  A doctor eventually helped him partially regain his strength, but a few months 

later, it happened again, three more times that year.  As he was ill off and on, the plague came 

to his town and his house, although his wife was pregnant, became a makeshift hospital.  He 

saw many of his friends die in his home.  Even his son became sick.  Around this time, he wrote 

that he felt he had faced Satan himself.  Out of this horrible year came the words to the hymn 

we sang earlier today.  It bears repeating:  

“And though this world with devils filled 

should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God has willed 

his truth to triumph through us. 
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The prince of darkness grim? We tremble not for him. 

His rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure. 

One little Word shall fell him.” 

Announcements: 
Our Nominating Committee is on the loose!  Folks interested in being nominated as Elder or 
Deacon in 2017, please speak with Pastor Amy for more information. Training is available for 
those interested in serving, and for those who have served before. 
Deacons have a planning meeting next Sunday, October  23rdat 9:30AM in the Library.  An 
agenda will be available before the meeting.  The purpose will be to look at what we’ve learned 
this past year, prepare for Christmas and talk about how to improve our work for the coming 
year. If you have an interest in being a Deacon, you are invited to come and observe. 


