
Sunday, November 8, 2015, the Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

Call to Worship (please see bulletin) 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O Holy One of Israel, we stand before you awestruck and mystified by your love for us, and for 

your world. We come, because you call us to worship you and pay your tribute.  But sometimes 

we are scared in your presence.  Sometimes we are comforted.  Facing you this day we pray you 

quell our fears, sharpen our minds, prepare our ears to hear you and open our hearts to you, for 

you have nothing but love for us.  Intervene in our hearts as needed.  Enliven and inspire us.  We 

bring ourselves to you in worship.  In Jesus we pray, Amen.   

Invitation to Confession 

God is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and God’s mercy endures to all 

generations. When we confess our brokenness, God’s grace offers us a glimpse of healing. 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, let us confess with open and honest hearts our failure to 

live up to God’s call. Let us pray. 

 

Prayer of Confession (please see bulletin) 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

In the beginning, God breathed life into being, and every morning God’s mercies are new. Know 

that you, child of God, made in God’s image, are forgiven, loved and free. Believe and live the 

good news: 

God’s goodness is planted more deeply than all that is wrong. We are forgiven.  Thanks be 

to God! 
The peace of Christ be with you all.   And also with you. 

 

Hebrews 9:24-28 (Unison Reading – back of bulletin) 

 

Prayers of the People 

Living and Holy God, we give you thanks for your word of life 
and the gift of your invitation to know and serve you in Jesus Christ. 
Hear our prayers, in the name of Christ, the holy and blameless one. 
  

We pray for those who seek you, 

who work to keep your blessed way. 

Teach them in the quiet and gentle voice of the heart. 
  

We pray for those who teach and those who learn, 

that their work together would reveal the love you have for all your people. 
  

We pray for all whose way falters, due to sin, weakness, or despair. 
Strengthen your people, restore the broken, and rescue the lost. 
  
We pray for those who are excluded or put to shame, 
that they would be strengthened by the gift of your word 



and the presence of your church. 
  

We pray for all who are sick, struggling, grieving, or worried, 
that they might know your healing 
and delight to praise you with upright hearts. 
  

We pray for your will to be done, 
and we offer ourselves to your service, 
in Jesus’ name, saying together: 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

TIME OUT FOR TEACHING:  Bible Genres - Covenant Speak 
There is something wonderful about this story.  Covenants are not just any old contract.  A 

covenant is an oath made between two individuals and between families.  The meaning to "cut a 

covenant" is literal.  When people in Abraham's time cut a covenant with one another, they 

actually did cut animals in half, cook them together and often ate the meat as a meal.  This meal 

bound them to one another.  The animals were sacrificed to symbolize the seriousness of this 

bond between them.  It meant, "Let what has happened to these animals be to me, if I break my 

promise to you." 

 

That's the covenant the Lord initiates with Abraham.  Listen to this story from Genesis 15. 

So, when God passes the torch in between the animals, God is making a promise to Abram, "If I 

break my promise, let me be sacrificed like these animals."   

Well, we know what happens in the story of Easter... 

Covenant language is there in the Scriptures again and again, from Noah, God's covenant with 

His creation, Abraham, David and further on.  He keeps on doing it, we keep breaking our end of 

the bargain.  God has even gone so far as to become a human and went ahead and died so we can 

keep on living in order to discover the meaning of his love for us.   

So, the covenant stories cannot be taken lightly, God's pledge to us that He has made an 

intentional choice to be with us to the death.  How much more shall we keep in mind this 

wondrous love God has for us? 

 

Genesis 15 
6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
7 He also said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you 

this land to take possession of it.” 
8 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?” 
9 So the Lord said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a 

dove and a young pigeon.” 
10 Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each 

other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11 Then birds of prey came down on the 

carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 
12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came 

over him. 13 Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your 

descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and 

mistreated there.14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come 



out with great possessions. 15 You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a 

good old age. 16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the 

Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” 
17 When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared 

and passed between the pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, 

“To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi[e] of Egypt to the great river, the 

Euphrates— 19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, 

Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites,21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.” 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
Teach us, O God, by your Word and Spirit. Help us to hear, know, and live the gospel, so that we 

might proclaim in word and deed the good news that you offer us this day— a message of peace 

to the whole community, and love with faith through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Mark 12:38-44 
38As he taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 

greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best seats in the synagogues and 

places of honor at banquets!40They devour widows' houses and for the sake of appearance say 

long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation." 
41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. 

Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 

which are worth a penny.43Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this 

poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44For all of them 

have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, 

all she had to live on." 

 

Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17 
1Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, I need to seek some security for you, so 

that it may be well with you. 2Now here is our kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you 

have been working. See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3Now wash and 

anoint yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make 

yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 4When he lies down, 

observe the place where he lies; then, go and uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you 

what to do." 5She said to her, "All that you tell me I will do." 

7 When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down 

at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay down.8 In the 

middle of the night something startled the man; he turned—and there was a woman lying at his 

feet! 

9 “Who are you?” he asked. 

“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner of your garment over me, since you are a 

guardian-redeemer[b] of our family.” 

10 “The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is greater than that which you 

showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor.11 And now, my 

daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you all you ask. All the people of my town know that you 

are a woman of noble character.12 Although it is true that I am a guardian-redeemer of our 

family, there is another who is more closely related than I.13 Stay here for the night, and in the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+3&version=NIV


morning if he wants to do his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if 

he is not willing, as surely as the Lord lives I will do it. Lie here until morning.” 

4:13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, the LORD made her 

conceive, and she bore a son. 14Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has 

not left you this day without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15He shall be 

to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, 

who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him." 16Then Naomi took the child and laid him 

in her bosom, and became his nurse. 17The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, 

"A son has been born to Naomi." They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the 

father of David. 

 

PSALM 127:1-5 
1Unless the LORD builds the house, 

those who build it labor in vain. 

Unless the LORD guards the city, 

the guard keeps watch in vain. 
2It is in vain that you rise up early 

and go late to rest, 

eating the bread of anxious toil; 

for he gives sleep to his beloved. 
3Sons are indeed a heritage from the LORD, 

the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 

are the sons of one's youth. 
5Happy is the man who has 

his quiver full of them. 

He shall not be put to shame 

when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. 

 
  



Sermon:  "The House that God Built" 

God is building His House.  It's a work in progress.  It's not just something that happens 

in 10 years, 50 years or even 2000 years.  This church is proof that God is still building.   

When we look about this house of God, let's remember that we are a part of a universal 

family of God, built together as one House, just as we say in the Apostles' Creed, "I believe in 

the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church..."  The "holy catholic church" actually means "holy 

universal church."   

When we look at this house of God, let's also remember that whatever we do to build it, if 

God is not backing up what we do, our labor is in vain.  As the Psalmist says in today’s reading, 

unless the Lord builds the house, those who built it labor in vain...”   

Two things can be drawn from today’s Psalm.  First is anything we do that is not also a 

part of God’s will, we are doing it in vain.  It should make us think twice about what we do and 

whether God approves of our actions.   

The second thing is it assures us of God’s plan to preserve His family.  God is, in a way, 

our biggest cheerleader for living life abundantly. God desires to see His creation, God's House, 

be fruitful and multiply. “Sons are indeed a heritage from the Lord, like arrows in the hand of a 

warrior...”   

God wants His house to grow.   

But what's hard for us is when we don't see the growth, and we begin to look around and 

see a world that is becoming less and less religious.  Just recently NPR Morning Edition reported 

that the religiosity of Americans continues to decline further since 2005.  Now people who 

profess a faith and attend religious services regularly is down to about 63%.  An even smaller 

percentage of the people they surveyed say they actually pray.  In fact, so many people today 

choose not to identify with any religion, they now have their own category, the "Nones." The 



reasons for this new trend are many, but probably sends us religious people into a frenzy to hurry 

up and convince them that they need God.  But perhaps the direct approach will only drive them 

further away, for they can tell our persuasion comes out of our fear of seeing the decline of the 

church. 

It can feel scary and lonely to be the Church today, although we have more in common 

with our ancestors than ever before.   

Remember God's promises to continue building His house.  God isn't done yet.  I believe 

God brings His people through the very worst of times. Let's look to past at a time God provided 

for His people when it seemed like all was lost.  The lineage of King David was hanging by a 

thread.  Ruth and Naomi were widowed.  They were focused on providing an heir for their 

family when they found the lovingkindness of Boaz.  They must have felt desperate, anxious 

even, just like can feel sometimes.  They probably had no idea that their choices would save the 

House of David, and help to bring about the birth of a Savior to the entire world. They were just 

trying to survive. 

Now about that threshing floor scene. So often we think that there was hanky panky on 

the threshing floor.  But I don't think so.  Maybe when Ruth went to Boaz that night, she was 

willing to do whatever it took to become his wife.  But what happens here is she asks Boaz to 

marry her saying, "Spread your garment over me, because you are my guardian-redeemer..." but 

Boaz tells her, "Slow down!  There's actually someone else who is closer on the family tree than 

I am, and you might want him more than me."   

Maybe out of Ruth's anxiety she wanted to hurry up the process?  Maybe Boaz is telling 

her, "All in good time..."  There is wisdom in that, to not rush things until you are sure that it is 

God's will.  How many of us try to push something to happen because we are anxious?   



And so they waited just a little longer. And in their waiting, God still fulfilled His 

promise to His House. God brought them a son, the arrow in their quiver.  The blessing which 

would lead to greater blessings to an entire nation.  A blessing which would lead to blessing us 

too in Jesus Christ. Just look at what God can do in His House, when people seek God's will 

together.  It didn't happen overnight.  It took several generations.     

God's house is more than an earthly home.  It takes generations to build and we are a part 

of the building blocks.  It is a building but it also extends beyond the walls of a church.  It's 

God's kingdom, God's family tree.  It's people gathered together.  It's people who participate in 

God's plan.  It's people who trust God will make something work as we stay calm and just keep 

plugging away at what we know is right.  And it's Ruth and Boaz, who between each other chose 

to slow down, until they were sure of God's will to take the next steps.  The good news we are in 

God's house, and God is going to make sure it is built.  Riding on the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, I can't wait to see what God will do with this house in the generations to come.  Amen. 

Announcements 

Visit the Elks Lodge today at 1:30 PM for a special Veterans' Day Service, including a song 

from the Community Choir, made up of members singing in the Christmas Cantata.  It's a free 

event. 

Special thanks to all of you who helped out with the service for brother in Christ, Richard Hart.  

Please continue to lift his family in prayer. 

Amy will be taking Continuing Education Leave from Wednesday, November 11 through Friday 

the 13th.  This will complete her two week requirement. 

 

Mark your calendars for the following upcoming events: 

Saturday, November 14th at 10:00AM  "Diabetes and Holiday Dining," a community health talk 

presented by Linda Sims. 

Saturday, November 21st at 5:30PM is Movie Night!  We're watching the Pixar movie "Up," a 

story of the friendship between an elderly man and a little boy.  See the flyers posted for more 

information.   

Next Sunday will be your last opportunity to fill up the shoeboxes for Operation Christmas 

Child.  The shoeboxes must be delivered soon to the Methodist Church! 

 



 

 


