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Sunday, August 30, 2015, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Call to Worship (please see bulletin) 

Prayer of the Day  

 

Call to Confession 

God knows what’s best for us and we need to get square with Him, for we fall short of his 

requirements.  I invite you now to approach the throne of grace, confessing our sins before God 

and neighbor, first together and then in silence.   

Prayer of Confession (please see bulletin) 

Assurance of Grace 

True abundance does not come because of what we do 

but because of the Person we know. 

God invites us into a bounty of forgiveness, inviting you to share the same with others.   

Friends, believe in the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Amen.  

PSALM 45:1-2, 6-9 (PLEASE SEE BULLETIN) 

 

Prayers of the People 

Oh God, we come to prayer this day 

with no words… 

hearts heavy, minds reeling, 

fear and grief and anger and hopelessness and resistance 

all mingling together 

and blocking the things we want and need to say. 
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And yet you are still God. 

We cannot comprehend why these things happen… 

Ask us why. 

We cannot seem to believe you 

when you say we are one body, neighbors with near and far… 

Ask us why. 

And keep asking, in the silence of our hearts and the conversations of our lives, 

until we see you face to face— 

in every face. 

We lift up to you those who grieve this day— 

whose family and friends have been ripped from them 

by violence, 

by illness, 

by cultural complacency. 

We pray especially for the families of Mother Emanuel church, 

and for their two remaining pastors. 

May your spirit of comfort surround them, 

even as your spirit of righteousness burns in their broken hearts. 

May they know your powerful presence, 

and be strengthened as their ancestors in that place were strengthened 

to stand up for what is right, 

to stand together with all who enter, 

to stand firm in your promise that one day all tears will be wiped away, 

and in that day we will see the truth that we belong to each other. 

We pray also this day for ourselves. 

May our eyes be opened to recognize you—even in people who look nothing like us. 

May our hearts be opened to love as you love—without reservation or requirement. 

May our minds be opened to the reality of this world and our place in it—without defensiveness. 

And when you have broken us open, 

pour in your Spirit of justice and truth, of transformation and peace. 

Where we insist on putting the pieces back together, 

provoke our imaginations to new possibilities, 
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and frustrate our self-preserving goals. 

Melt us and mold us, however uncomfortable or painful it may be, 

then fill us and use us to be agents of transformation in this world. 

We pray reluctantly, and boldly, and fearfully, and hopefully— 

my kingdoms go, Lord. 

Our kingdoms of entitlement, our kingdoms of self-sufficiency, our kingdoms of privilege, our 

kingdoms of individualism, our kingdoms of helplessness, our kingdoms of self-righteousness, 

whatever kingdoms we have sworn allegiance to, or built for ourselves, or used to hide in… 

our kingdoms go, 

and may your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. 

Come Quickly, Lord. 

We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ, the One who sat down at the margins, worked to 

overthrow the empire, and taught us to pray together, Our father… 

TIME OUT FOR TEACHING:  Ancient Sunday School 

In the second century Church, the Bible as we know it today was still in the process of being 

written.  The first Christians had different resources for learning, for learning the words of 

Jesus, for learning the writings of the Law and the prophets.  The books that make up the New 

Testament which we use were not all written yet, and they were scattered about the known 

world in various forms, copied down by different scribes and passed around from church to 

church to be studied and copied.   

The words of Jesus were taught in a condensed form, in books such as the Didache, which I’d 

like to share a little bit with you right now. 

Prayer for Illumination 

As we read the words of scripture, 

point us to your living Word who walked among us; 

as we are surrounded by your Spirit, whispering words within our hearts and minds. 

Inspire us in our hearing and reflecting, 

that we may move beyond your words 

into life-changing acts of grace, love, hope, and peace. 

Amen. 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

8
The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains, bounding over 

the hills. 
9
My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look, there he stands behind our wall, 
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gazing in at the windows, looking through the lattice. 
10

My beloved speaks and says to me: 

"Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; 
11

for now the winter is past, the rain is over and 

gone. 
12

The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice of the 

turtledove is heard in our land. 
13

The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; 

they give forth fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away." 

 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
1
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 

around him,
2
they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 

without washing them. 
3
(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 

wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 
4
and they do not eat anything from 

the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 

washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 
5
So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, "Why 

do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 

hands?"
6
He said to them, "Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 'This 

people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 
7
in vain do they worship me, 

teaching human precepts as doctrines.'
8
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to 

human tradition." 
14

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, "Listen to me, all of you, and 

understand: 
15

there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that 

come out are what defile." 
21

"For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 

theft, murder,
22

adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, 

folly. 
23

All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person." 

 

James 1:17-27 
17

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
18

In fulfillment 

of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of 

first fruits of his creatures. 
19

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 

slow to anger; 
20

for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. 
21

Therefore rid 

yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the 

implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 
22

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 
23

For if any 

are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a 

mirror; 
24

for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were 

like. 
25

But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not 

hearers who forget but doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing. 
26

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, 

their religion is worthless. 
27

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: 

to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
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Sermon:  Love and Honor 

 Each and every passage in today’s reading, from the Psalms, to the Song of Solomon, to 

James and Mark, have something to do with love and honor.   

“My heart overflows with a goodly theme; I address my verses to the king…” the 

Psalmist sings in praise to a king, ascribing that king as worthy of honor.  Many of our English 

Bibles tacked a title onto Psalm 45, “Ode for a Royal Wedding.” The title isn’t from original 

Hebrew text.  What IS from the original Hebrew text are instructions to the worship leaders on 

how it should be sung.  It was to be sung to an ancient tune called “Lilies,” it was a love song, 

and a “Maskil,” which was a contemplative poem.   

So Psalm 45 is a contemplative love song, one that eagerly anticipates a royal wedding to 

a most handsome king.  The voice of this poem is the bride, looking forward to marrying this 

great man, whom she desperately loves.  Song of Solomon also speaks of great love and 

admiration.  We might wonder why are these romantic poems considered the word of God?  

First, we celebrate and thank God for the miracle of true love.  And second, we are given yet 

another chance to realize that true love is a reminder of God’s love and faithfulness to his people. 

In my limited dealings with couples who seek me to marry them, their love is obvious 

part.  The harder part is how to live it out.  So in premarital counseling we spend more time 

discerning their faithfulness and ability to honor each other, rather than questioning their love.  

It’s all to easy to fall in love, but the question is CAN we love when we are at our very worst?  

Can we love when we have to forgive?  Can we love enough to resist temptation to hurt one 

another?  Christian marriage is a celebration of their love, and it’s a sign and symbol of God’s 

claim on the church as His bride.  God’s commitment to love us all.   
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Love plus honor equals commitment.  God is calling us all to a deeper commitment as 

His church.  And that can be the antidote to this preference-driven world. 

Matt Marino is an Episcopal priest who writes a series of articles called “The Gospel 

Side.”  He uses the phrase “preference-driven” to describe the way even the church has been 

dragged into our culture of preferences.  He suggests that some of us are guilty of taking the 

easier path of faith, one which thinks that we can choose churches the way we choose other 

products.  Just like we vote with our credit card for the restaurant that feeds us the way we like.  

Just like we choose our favorite products on Facebook with clicking the “like” button and these 

products begin to form for us a public identity.  Or we publicly crab about the way we were 

treated in a shoe store, so everyone knows that we’ll never shop there again.  Even some 

churches have bowed to this preference driven world.   

The Church has to walk very carefully between being a place that feeds people but only 

to equip the saints for ministry.  Not to build up our expectations as another commodity we buy.  

Marino says, the Church is the Bride of Christ, something to love and respect, not love her and 

leave her.  To honor her, God and each other, we have to keep on following God’s 

commandments.   

James reminds his readers of how to keep religion pure and undefiled is to follow God’s 

commandments.  This is the same letter that says “faith without works is dead.”  He says so often 

we are guilty of hearing God’s word but then not doing the word.  Like going to a church and 

hearing a good sermon, saying, “Hey, that’s great,” but then not putting our faith into practice.  

Here’s where the rubber meets the road.  The love and honor we give each other and God 

becomes really real when we make that wonderful Word of God a reality, make it manifest.  It’s 

not just a good idea but something solid and real, like a really good marriage.   
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Friends, whether you come here single or married, you are in a sort of marriage when you 

a part of a church.  Because you are a part of God’s church, His bride.  Respect and honor that 

love by being doers of the word.  It can knock complacency out and make our own spiritual 

preferences a reality.  When we are doers of the Word, I believe, the Bride of Christ will get the 

love and honor and respect which you and I know she is worthy.  Amen. 

Announcements  

Next Sunday we continue our “What’s a Presbyterian?” Summer Adult Education series on 

Sundays at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall.  It’s not too late to join in the conversation.   

Ever had a question about God?  The Bible?  Or something theological?  Your question might 

become the next sermon topic.  Please write your questions down and drop them in the jar in the 

Narthex. 


