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Sunday, December 21, 2014, the Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B) 

 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 

 

Deeply planted in the mystery of life 

is God’s love 

gracing the world with presence and purpose. 

 

We wait, longing for the dawning of God’s new day. 

We prepare, trying to make room, 

expectant yet despairing, hopeful yet wondering. 

God too longs for the world’s transformation. 

God too prepares—making us into vessels of light and love, 

getting us ready to receive anew the gift. 

 

Deeply planted in the mystery of life 

is a spark 

holding back darkness with possibility. 

Deeply planted in the mystery of life 

is a breath 

whispering hope in the silence. 

Deeply planted in the mystery of life 

is a stream of living water 

filling dry lands and dry people. 

Deeply planted in the mystery of life 

is God’s presence 

living among us, living promise, living Word. 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

Call to Worship 

Sing of the Lord's steadfast love! 

With our mouths let's proclaim His faithfulness to all generations! 

Let us worship Mighty God! 

Let us worship the Prince Peace! 

 

Prayer of the Day 

God of love 

We glory in the gift of your son our Lord Jesus Christ 

For the salvation offered us 

For the call that it has placed on all of our lives 

For the purpose that you have given to us 

To proclaim you from the mountaintop. 

Renew us this Advent morning 

As we grow ever closer to the day of your birth 
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That we shall go and tell the story of your birth. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus our Lord, 

Amen. 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, we know that the things you have done for us are great.  The powerful 

cannot rule us, the hungry are filled with good things.  We know the greatness of your 

strength, and we know the unexpectedness of your mercy.  So why do we try to make 

your coming into the world cute, cozy, and soft, like a fuzzy blanket on a cold night?  

Forgive us, O Lord, for reducing your glory into something easy. Prepare us, O Lord, to 

stop what we are doing, to listen; to let our jaws drop and let chills run up our spines; to 

stare wide-eyed in wonder and awe at the glory of the Lord dwelling among us.  We pray 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  (Silence). Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

PSALM 89:1-4, 19, 26 

I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever;  

with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.  

I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;  

your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David:  

‘I will establish your descendants for ever, and build your throne for all generations.’”  

Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said:  

“I have set the crown on one who is mighty, I have exalted one chosen from the people.  
I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him; He shall cry to me, 

‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’” 

 

Prayers of the People 

Let it be with us, O Lord, just as the mother Mary proclaimed.  Let us too be a part of your 

plan to redeem this broken world.   

And yet, O Lord, we too are broken and are in need of your help.  In our parties and holidays 

with family and friends, we remember that sometimes it can be a stressful time.  When we 

gather with people we haven’t seen in a very long time, we pray for your grace.  When we are 

traveling on the road or in the air, we pray for your safety.   

For those of us who are finding this Christmas especially difficult, please help us.  For those 

and their loved ones who are in recovery, such as Wayne and Sharon, Kevin and Nancy, help 

them to still discover your grace and joy, in spite of the pain. 

For those who suffer from illness, for those who have the flu this season such as Margie Gene 

and Kenna, grant them health that they be well enough to enjoy the season. 

For those who grieve this holiday season we ask for hope and encouragement, that they be 

revealed a gift from you. 

Lord, this can be a joyful time and an unsettling time, and we ask you to be with us just as you 

promised that through Jesus and the Holy Spirit, that you will be with us always.  Make us 
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agents of your grace, gifts to the world, vessels of joy and hope for all we meet, that in all we 

say and do we show forth your favor.   

And we now take time to lift our prayers to you in silence. 

 

For you Jesus are the sign and seal of God’s promise, revealed to our hearts by the work of the 

Holy Spirit.  And it is with the help of the Holy Spirit that we pray all these things by saying, 

“Our Father…Amen.” 

 

 2 SAMUEL 7:1-11, 16  
1
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all 

his enemies around him, 
2
the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house 

of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 
3
Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have 

in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
4
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 

5
Go and tell my servant 

David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 
6
I have not lived 

in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 

been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 
7
Wherever I have moved about among all the 

people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?” 
8
Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: 

I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 
9
and 

I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; 

and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 
10

And I will 

appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 

place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
11

from 

the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 

enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 
16

Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall 

be established forever. 

 

LUKE 1:26-38 
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 
27

to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 
28

And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 

with you.” 
29

But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. 
30

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 
31

And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus.
32

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
33

He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 

am a virgin?” 
35

The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God. 
36

And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 

and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 
37

For nothing will be impossible 

with God.” 
38

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 

to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
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Prayer for Illumination 

 

Sermon:  Revelation on a Barge 

July 1999 was a special time.  My brother had been married for a couple of years, but 

they hadn’t had children yet.  My parents had recently retired.  I had been blessed with a great 

job.  It seemed like the perfect chance for a family vacation. 

My parents, who had sold their home in the Washington DC area, had some extra time 

and money.  So the five of us went to France.   

It was one of the most wonderful vacations I have ever had.  And since I lived in Texas, I 

didn’t get the chance to see my family much, so it was extra-special to me. 

Except for a 5 minute argument I had with my brother Jason.   

What happened was, we had a plan to boat down a canal in the Burgundy countryside.  

We rented a barge, with 3 bedrooms and a little kitchenette, and, starting in the old city of Dijon, 

we planned to boat down the canal for several days and see the beautiful world outside of Paris.  

And it was beautiful.  Except for that 5-minute argument.  The argument was about how to flush 

the toilet.   

See, the boat had a special toilet.  You are supposed to pump up and down on this handle 

and push a button.  Even though we had been given the orientation, Jason and I disagreed on the 

proper procedure.  And we had one of these arguments that reminded me of when we were 

younger and much less mature.   

I’m embarrassed about it now.  Here we were, on the vacation of the century, and we 

were arguing about a stupid toilet.  It was a special time for our family and we wasted five 

precious minutes on that. 
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Our holidays can get like that too.  Families who haven’t seen each other in a year, but 

when they finally do, the old habits return, old patterns, some of them dysfunctional.  It can feel 

like we were never apart, and that can feel good or bad.  Those moments like the five-minute 

argument can become for us revelations about ourselves and one another.  They can remind us of 

our broken hearts, and our need for redemption.   

Such revelations can be like a stab to the heart.   

Our prayer of confession today reminds us that God’s revelations aren’t always cozy and 

comfy.  Sometimes they are unsettling, just like the coming of Jesus Himself.  It ought to be 

somewhat humbling even for the saintliest of saints to recognize who we’re dealing with here.  

Almighty God, whose thoughts are not our thoughts and whose ways are not our ways.  The fact 

that God chose to be one of us to save us from ourselves is good news, yet humbling.  For it 

reminds us that we are truly in need of his help. 

Hence Mary’s joy at the news.  She must have been unsettled by the discovery she was 

with child and not even married yet!  Surely it was a bit inconvenient to be made pregnant 

without her consent!  But for her it was also a revelation that God had a plan to redeem Israel, 

and chose her to be a very important part of this plan.  Not only was it exciting and wonderful, it 

was a dream come true.  The promise of redemption had been made so long ago.  And God was 

finally making it happen.  Let it be with me, she says.   

I also ask you to consider when you have those unsettling revelations during this season.  

“Let it be with me.”  For an unsettling revelation reminds us first, how much we need God to 

help us in our brokenness.  And second, that God wants to use you as part of his plan to redeem 

the world.  Change the world one moment at a time, one person at a time.  Drop a few cents into 

a charity collection.  Bring some donations to fill up the Ministry of HOPE bucket.  Greet 
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someone at the grocery store and take time to talk to them.  Go to a community event where 

there are people from all over town coming together.  Proclaim the Lord’s favor through your 

actions.  You are a part of that revelation that God took human form to dwell among us. 

As for me and my brother, we never had a stupid argument since that day.  The revelation 

I had on that barge was that time with my family is far too precious to spend arguing about a 

toilet.  Every moment I get to spend with them might in fact be my last and I do not want to 

regret any of it.  God gives us these revelations to remind us that with His help, we can change 

our ways.  For every moment we choose to live differently, better, we proclaim the Lord’s favor, 

God’s plan goes into effect.  Like Mary, we too are vessels of grace.  Just as she said, “Let it be 

with me,” so I say, “Let it be with us.”  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

Christmas Joy Offering envelopes are here!  We will be taking them up for the next two weeks. 

We still be your Time and Talent Surveys. Please pick one up on your way out this morning so 

we can update the 2015 directory.  Thank you! 

Christmas Eve candlelight service is at 6:00PM this Wednesday. 

Deacons meet at 1:30PM today to prepare for the Christmas Eve service. 


