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Caring Relationships vs. any other  
social club; facades, hypocrisy and 
judgments of the “church” and “religion”

 Caring relationships seems an easy mark of vitality. 
We all want a place to belong; people who care about 
us. Many congregations would argue: “this is why we 
come together; we welcome and care for each other.” 
Yet, caring relationships in Christ requires true agape 
love; a sacrificial, self-emptying, perfect love. Although 
we are imperfect, it is about striving to see all people 
the way Christ sees them; not from judgments or 
preconceived perceptions. It is about helping walk 
with others, responding to their needs, desiring their 
well-being. It is about walking with people in tragedy, 
and rejoicing in their triumphs. Caring relationships 
of God is about allowing people to be real in their 
stories, without hiding or holding back, and loving 
every imperfect part of them. Church should be 
the one place where the God who already knows, 
encounters our honest confession, and allows us to 
give testimony. It should be the place where conflicts 
are confronted, crucial conversations of forgiveness 
and reconciliation are had, and people of God are 
transformed by agape-love. Caring relationships is 
about vulnerability and trust. It is about meeting all 
people of God where they are, and sharing our One 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Caring relationships don’t come 
through hospitality and welcoming committees, they 
come through a carefully cultivated environment that  
is genuine and sincere in being the household of God.  

A.   Biblical References:  
Acts 6:1–7; John 21:15–19; Romans 12:9–18; Galatians  
6:1–10; John 13:35; Hebrews 10:24–25; John 8:1–12; 
Romans 15:1–6

B.   Objectives:
•   Cultivates an environment of true caring 

relationships through genuine opportunities to 
share testimony

•   The church seeks to strengthen ties within the 
household of God; fostering relationships between 
demographics, with members on the margin, 
people who are missing or who have been hurt 

•   The church seeks to build and rebuild relationships of 
conflict or strain; clear process of conflict resolution

•   The church develops caring relationships in the 
neighborhood and community (i.e. other churches, 
community organizations, health and human 
services, advocacy groups, presbytery)

•   Evaluate and envision ways of sharing the love  
of Christ in new relationships

C.   Potential Outcomes:
•   The church provides lasting community of  

agape — a love where all people belong

•   Faith is strengthened; accountability and 
commitment grows

•   People find belonging, lay burdens down, share 
needs, experience Christ

•   Collaboration with other churches and community 
organizations becomes easier

•   Growing connectional relationships throughout 
the presbytery, the denomination, and beyond 

D.   Reflection Questions:
•   What practices of caring relationships does your 

congregation cherish most?

•   What would a neighbor/community visitor say 
about the environment of caring relationships?

•   How does your congregation respond in caring for 
the sick, marginalized, grieving, lonely? What about 
the alcoholic, the racially profiled, the abused child?  

•   Are people free to share their story and feel 
comfortable being authentic? 

•   What stops us from truth-telling in God’s house? 
What are the fears?

•    How might you foster a genuine environment of 
caring relationships and true agape?

•   How does your church handle conflict? 

•   What relationships in the church need to be 
reconciled? 

•   How do you foster and nurture lasting 
relationships in your community, with your 
presbytery, and beyond?

Ecclesial Health vs. unhealthy dysfunction; 
toxic environments; obsolete and  
irrelevant buildings

 Ecclesial health is about: 1) Why we gather as a 
church community 2) How we practice being church 
together.  It is about whether our mission, vision, 
and values match up with the ways we live together. 
It requires continual attentiveness, awareness, and 
assessment in asking “are we who we say we are?” 
And more importantly, “are we who God is calling us 
to be?” Prayer and discernment are at the heart of 
ecclesial health!  There are several factors to ecclesial 
health: prayerful discernment, decision-making 
process, health of pastors, stewardship of budget and 
resources, clarity in mission and ministries. Ecclesial 
health is about the people of God having a clear 
purpose; all people are stake-holders invested in being 
a part of this community of faith. There are shared core 
values, a clear mission, and commitment and loyalty 
to the life we gather in as church. Yet, they also know 
that this is a living faith. So, they dare to dream and 
understand that change is inevitable. With ecclesial 
health, there is joy and gratitude in coming together; 
people, not programs or properties are valued. People 
gather and are sent to be Christ’s Church. 
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